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For my second observation, Mr. Sanzo began the class by handing out survey forms, afterwards, he passed around a worksheet about the properties of linear equations. During that observation, the students had a bit of confusion as to what was expected of them during his explanation of the various properties of linear equations. One of the students asked if they were supposed to use the worksheet to write their notes. Mr. Sanzo clarified this by explaining that they should be writing notes inside the boxes on the worksheet. After this clarification, the rest of the objectives on Monday were well explained. During the lesson on Monday, I did not notice an engage for the lesson. Since the lesson was about going over the various properties and applying them to various equations, Mr. Sanzo spent the beginning of class going defining the properties and giving the students examples of their usage. As Mr. Sanzo explained more about the properties of linear equations, he used new vocabulary to explain many of the vocabularies for the lesson. Often to describe the vocabulary, Mr. Sanzo often gave relatable real-life examples. One example of this is when he talked about the communitive property of addition and the communitive property of multiplication, Mr. Sanzo related this to commuting from city to city. He explained that while the students’ parents might live in Norfolk, some might commute to Hampton for work, but at the end of the day, they commute back home to Norfolk. This gave a real-life example of how the communitive property works. After explaining the properties of linear equations, Mr. Sanzo gave the students another worksheet. This time the students were instructed to use the properties that he discussed and solve eight equations. The students were permitted to use Desmos and encouraged to do so. For the entire activity, the students were instructed to work individually while they worked on answering equations. The activity was designed to allow the students time to practice using various properties to solve eight multi-step equations. The design of the activity was simple, but at first, I thought students would not achieve the objective of the lessons because of the early confusion on how to solve the equations. However, after answering the other students' questions, I noticed that the students were able to effectively start working on the activity. This was noticeable when I asked one of the students if he understood what he had to do. He answered that he did and began to explain to him how to solve one of the equations. 
On Monday, I tried to listen for any probing questions, but there were very few. Most of the explanation was him going over terms and vocabulary, and during that time, I heard only a few probing questions. When Mr. Sanzo had the students work on the second worksheet individually, his use of wait time was not very effective. However, after about 20 minutes, the students showed signs of struggling. A couple of students even mention their frustration and confusion with the students. So, he reconnected with them and went over the first question, and then had a student attempt the second question. This seemed to alleviate the issues, and the students began to work again on the rest of the equations. Because of this, I found that his follow-up was very effective, but his wait time was too long. As the students worked on the activity, I noticed Mr. Sanzo sitting at his desk. However, he was able to notice when a student was not working on the worksheet. There was even a moment that he caught a student messaging on their phone without having to look up from his computer. I feel like much of the reason he could spot the student texting on their phone was due to his experience as a teacher and the connection he has to his class. Since he has been with them for months, he can pick up the details of when they are not working on their assignments.
During our third observation of Mr. Sanzo’s class, the topic was new, however, much of this new topic required students to know the properties of linear equations. For today, students were thought how to solve literal equations. To start Wednesday’s lesson, Mr. Sanzo used a quiz with a few multi-step equations to refresh the material that the students were taught in the previous class. He then used a multi-step linear equation and went over how the students would solve it, using the vocabulary to explain how to solve the linear equation. He related this knowledge to show students how literal equations are solved. Mr. Sazon showed that the steps to solving a literal equation are the same steps to solving a linear equation, but the only difference is that the students will not get a number for an answer. Instead, the student would get a formula with multiple variables. He even states that the steps from yesterday are the same for all equations. During the third observation, there was clear evidence of understanding. I noticed that fewer students were confused about the topic. They were able to work on Wednesday’s worksheet more efficiently than they were able to on Monday. However, some students seemed quite bored when working on the literal equations. For some of the students, I have noticed that they do show improvement when it comes to solving linear equations, but I also have noticed that some students are losing focus on the lessons. Because of this, they do not seem as engaged as when I first visited the class.
When it comes to equity, Mr. Sanzo will spend more time checking in with certain students. I noticed that the closer the student was to his desk, the more help that student seemed to need. When I would observe the students away from his desk, they seemed to need less help. I did not get to ask if the couple of students that needed more help than the other students were purposely situated closer to his desk. I did not see any clear evidence of students with special or gifted needs. When it comes to supporting all lesson styles, I noticed that Mr. Sanzo often uses auditory and visual styles when explaining how to solve equations. But uses kinesthetic styles by having the students work on various worksheets.
During the second and third observations, I got to see how an experienced teacher can seamlessly connect two different topics. I found this to be interesting since it shows why a teacher must set strong foundations as they teach. It showed me that it is important to relate something that they learned before to a new but similar topic. I also admired the connection that the students have with Mr. Sanzo and his connection to his students. An example of this is when one of the students had her head down through most of the class. Mr. Sanzo often walked over to her to check to see how she was feeling, giving her opportunities to go see the nurse. Finally, when she had decided to go, Mr. Sanzo stopped what he was doing to give her a slip to see the nurse. It shows that he does care what happens to his students. For my second teach, I want to practice transitioning more efficiently to different parts of the lesson, especially since we will be doing a two-day lesson. This means setting up some time between my partner and me to rehearse our lesson. I also want to work on teaching the whole class instead of working with each student individually. This means focusing on explaining the topic at the board, instead of going desk to desk. I feel like this will help me connect to all students, instead of just one or two students.
